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Is Perception Projection?
A Cognitive Scientist’s Guide to Philosophy of Perception
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Abstract

There has been little exchange concerning perception
between philosophy and other areas of cognitive science. This
article tries to bridge this gap through explaining basic ideas
of philosophy of perception and comparing them with those
of cognitive science. In particular, we examine the view of
perception held by proponents of ‘projection science’,
according to which perception necessarily involves projecting
internal representations to the world. We raise some questions
to it from the philosophers’ viewpoint and by doing so make
visible some differences between philosophers’ and cognitive
scientists’ interests and values. Through this attempt, we aim
at paving the way for fruitful exchanges between them.
Keywords — Philosophy, Perception, Representation,
Projection
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