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Abstract

This study examined whether the number of topic-attributed
features affects speakers’ nominal metaphor production, with
regard to the use of metaphorical rather than literal
expressions. Across two experiments, participants were asked
to produce an expression that best paraphrased a given
sentence (e.g., “Her sarcasm hurts people” ). The number of
features attributed to each topic was manipulated. Both
Experiment 1 and Experiment 2 showed that participants’
answers of nominal metaphor (e.g., “Her sarcasm is a knife”)
increased with higher numbers of topic-vehicle shared
significant features in a given sentence. Our results suggest
that the number of topic-attributed-features affects

participants’ preference in the use of metaphorical expressions.

We discussed the results based on the previous theory of
metaphor production and metaphor form preference.
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