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Don,

Thank you so much for taking your time to meet with us
and answer our questions. The meeting with you helped us to
reflect on the direction of our research and to broaden our
perspective.

After the meeting, we have been discussing how best to use
our conversation with you in our session in the design society
conference on June 23.

We are still editing the recorded video of our conversation
to share in our session with summaries in Japanese to help the
audience understand. Because it is too much for a single
session to discuss the whole book with such a broad scope, we
have decided to focus on some topics from your book that are
most relevant to our direction of research.

We have decided to share some concrete episodes of young
designers in our team working in some companies or
communities and discuss their experiences based on our

conversation with you and some parts from your book. So far,

we are planning to focus on the following questions and issues.

® How does meaning emerge in a community through co-
designing the local environment? How can we
characterize the construction of meaning among local
people?

® How do public social services create social affordances
and path-dependencies in a local community that suppress
the perception of new possibilities of avoiding undesired
outcomes?

® How can we help an organization to overcome its path-
dependencies by introducing activities to encourage

redesign of the workplace?

0S-3-4-1

® How can we redesign or reuse tools in ways to convey
meaningful stories from a generation to the next?

® How do activities with natural affordances, such as
composting, fermentation or farming encourage people in
a community to help each other?

® What is the difference between natural/ecological
affordance and artificial/social affordance? How do they
co-evolve and influence each other?

® What are the important theoretical underpinnings that can
help us understand “Humanity Centered Design” and

“Democratization of Design”?

We are hoping that our discussion on these points will
become the basis for our organized session in the Cognitive
Science Conference in October.

If you have any comments or advice for our session on June
23, we would appreciate it very much.

We will let you know what we discuss after the session and
questions and issues we would like to develop for the
Cognitive Science Conference.

Thank you so much for your valuable support for our team
and the design community in Japan.

Yoshiro
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