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This study explores language development in children from
the perspective of usage-based Construction Grammar in
cognitive linguistics. We analyze the results of a survey based
on the database CHILDES to examine how children integrate
verbs into constructions in the process of acquiring their native
language. We show that the frequency of use of the
construction differs according to the semantic types of verbs,
and that this difference is attributed to the semantic structure
of the construction.
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1. [ZL®IC
KoL, 18 bDOEREREIZOWT, SRASEEFD

MBS, MoOUEROBLENDEBLEEZITI L O
T % (Lakoff (1987), Fillmore, Kay & O’Connor (1988),
Goldberg (1995), (2004), (2006)). £ HIXSEL S L
TWLSIBRRIZBNT, SRR ZIEM L T E

ZZIWELLEFEE EO LI ICEAE SETWDEA

DD T2 CIIHEET — X ~X— A CHILDES LY, 755
ERERE T 5 4 A DO LS OHGED DFEEAE BT
2% BEFEDRE FiAf C(Resultative Construction, LA, RC &

) ERRHIN AT Y BTN S, fiEee LT,
WEAOFEW S A LY, SO BRI FHED R,
LD Z &, £, T OMEIZIIHESLO b OEEEIER
REME & AESCR L O BIR A B> T D Z & 2
T5.

2. BEOEATITONT

Rappaport Hovav and Levin ((1998), (2010), LA#%, RH&L
LR 1Tk D L, #hEE, FRREENG (mannerverb) &
FEFRENGA (result verb) D 2 DD XA FITHFETE 5.
SCFE D ARREENEA I T A DORREA R L, FEREEIAT
ZOFERIRIBAZ RS, MEITERAZREN T T <
AR D BN R D Z LD bIEND B D.

fo & 2IX, BRRE
WIEHIRIA B 2
(1) a
b. *Kelly broke.

GRS S E MRSV G EOPAS T 4F - -
Leslie swept.

(RH&L (1998:102))
(1a,b)lZ L2 X 51, BRIEEGL HAVREZEIE T2 2 &
DTEDLN, FERBFNITE A0 1, TAZ Y R (*)
VSOERNZHET) TN 2 & 2T
i &, BREEENFAL FAZEIRL STV BRYEE
BN TE L0, MRERENITE 0.
(2) a. Cinderella scrubbed her fingers to the bone.
b. *The clumsy child broke his knuckles to the bone.
(3) a. The child rubbed the tiredness out of his eyes.
b. *The clumsy child broke the beauty out of the vase.
(ibid. (1998: 103))
RC OFEITIL, (da,b) IZHD X 51T, AEHENE &A%
BEFIDELLHELHZ LN TES.
(4) a. She swept the floor clean.
b. Ibroke my favorite glass into pieces.
KHEITCIE, RH&L OBEID 2 HFICHESE, &0
RC &5 L T BFRIZIBWC, T 285 £
KO RFHED LS D OIBIESE R A~

3. FEBLDRC DHEFEITHITHENEEDRFL

AGSCCIIARREENR & L C(Sa)l 228 a2, 5
Hyii & L C(Sh) ORI AT BT 5.

5) a

b. break, cut, paint

A cut (IZOWTC, FERIZT Tl {ARRELREF L L T
V% & Levin and Rappaport Hovav (2013) Tixo#T &4
W5 73, break &[A U L 9 ICHAJREDIRIEER b 2 &S 7
W, ZZCIEERBEICOET S, W oBE ] (6)
EMIZRADE DI, RCIZAELDZ ENTEX .

brush, knock, wipe
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6) a
b.  Tom knocked the box into pieces.
¢.  Mary wiped the dishes dry.

(7) a
b.  Mary cut the bag open.

Mary brushed her hair clean.

Tom broke the vase into pieces.

c.  Tom painted the wall white.
I CHUY BB, 4 401 E b (Kuczaj (2 5% 4
by AN 5% 6 HET), Lara (1%9 7 A0S 35%3
v A ¥ C), Thomas 2 75% 0 # A5 45% 11 -2 A £0),
MacWhinney (2 1% 3 » A5 7 5% 8 » A £7T) Diték)
PEBHSEVIZND N EDRFFEBNTHEA LD
DTHY, #EHEAH 100 LLEOTFETH L. HALIND
L, e ENOEFEOENETH D . Al onT
(X, LI, 251 7 A% 2,01 D& 5IZFET.

(8) a.  brush (328), knock (198), wipe (127)

b.  break (627), cut (477), paint (143)
o, ThETNOEEEOM MG Al bl L Z 2 e
53METHD.

F 1 KHEAV)OFEHBRLE A n
V | brush

knock | wipe | break | cut | paint

M 2;07 | 2,08 | 2;11 | 2;08 | 2;04 | 3;00
T 2;00 | 2:00 | 2;01 |2;01 | 206 | 2,02
K
L

2,06 | 2;05 2,09 | 2,05 | 2,06 | 2;05
2,06 | 2;02 2,00 | 1,09 | 2,07 | 2;02
M: MacWhinney, T: Thomas, K: Kuczaj, L:Lara

Falh7 — 4 ~—A CHILDES Z#li# L7545, & b0
FEREIZEB VT RC O B & < 72 < (cf. it
(2019)), ZD7=dT — X EIF 47 EIEF 2RO, BRRE
B3 10 bR RENE O 5 DM ISR A3 v MR 28 L &
Nic. 72d, BREENSFELSNTOWRWEGS (break
0it [*] in pieces (Thomas, 3;07), cut in half (Kuczaj, 3;05), cut
open (MacWhinney, 4;09), I cut Oit [*] open. (Lara, 2;11))
(Z1E, RC OFGHE L THUTED TR
%97, break, cut, paint % RC {24 U TV FEE TR D
BN THS.
-break-
(9) MacWhinney
a. Idon’tbroke it in two bits(.) I [!] broke it in one
bit. (2;10)
b. Tbroke it in half. (3;08)
c. Imade a funny face and then I broke it in half (.)

and now I got my face back. (3;08)
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d. no [!](.) broke (th)em in half. (4;08)
e. <I'll>[/]I'll break it in half. (4;11)
(10)  Thomas
a. broke it into pieces. (3;04)
b. Ibreak it all in pieces. (3;04)
(11) Kuczaj
a. Ibreak that apart . (2;07)
b. Ibroke it in half. (3;03)
c. Dbreak it in half. (3;05)
(12) Lara
a. I’ll break it in half, shall? (2;10)
b. Ibreak [*] them in half, I did. (3;00)
-cut-
(13) MacWhinney
a. cutitin two pieces. (3;00)
b. cutit in half. (3;00)
c. will you cut this apple in half? (3;00)

d. all you hafta do is cut it into into one half. (5;04)

e. couldn't you cut a tunnel first (.) and then cut it in

half? (6;02)

(14) Thomas
a. we could eat the bit we cut in half. (3;10)
b. cut them into little pieces. (4;00)

(15) Kuczaj
here cut it in half okay (.) Dad? (3;04)
b. how come you cut those in two? (3;06)

c. butI wanted <in it> [/] <in it to two pieces> [//]

cut it into two pieces. (3;07)

d. you cut it round? (3;09)

e. you should have cut this into four pieces. (3;09)

f. why didn't you cut this sandwich in three pieces?
(4;03)

g. (ex)cept this time cut it into four pieces.  (4;03)

(16) Lara

a. can you cut it in half? (2;09)

b. and cut it in little pieces. (3;01)

-paint-
(17) Thomas
then you just put [//] paint it yellow and then I put a
yellow light in. (5;00)
IZ, BEH O brush, knock, wipe (ZOWT, 4 /D1
H DFEEHIT brush & wipe Z ] L7z RC 13#IE2 Sz
73> 7=, knock 122UV Ci, Kuczaj (255 2 [RIDFEEEN
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s shi.
(18) a. they knock the rattlesnakes dead. (3;05)
b. somebody knocked the Lone Ranger
unconscious. (5;00)
T I T RC OHBUEEE, —R3 5 L #EA KO-

B LBIR L TV D LD ICRA DM, 4 4 DF £ Dk
RS 100 i 72 722\ ViE REhEm], 72 & &0 crack (X
4 20O L b OFEEEZ RN TRMEFIELAY 71 8], crush
X 29EITH 23, ENENOEFZML L7z RC 758
gZIns.
(19) a. and it didn't even crack my head open.
(Kuczaj, (4;01))
b. Icrushed himinto pieces. (MacWhinney,(4;02))
ZI TR LB D RC DOFERIZIBCHEAETN
(ZHRD ERERBIRR ORI AN @ D, IRETTIE
Z OB IZ OV T SCUERR O BIFR 2 B IS AL
THERTD

4. RC OEMREEHIFE

FPRC OEEL LT, 1 DO THNFS &R
FROD 2 OOFERERT ZENFT bND. WIOCUE
R CIL, SIS OEASTHD LE X KX DT
B O E BRI LS. RC OFEA L EWIZ18)D
Xolz7es.

(20) 722 : Subj V Obj RP

B X causes Y to become Zae
(Goldberg (2006: 73))
RC TIITRDFERFRERY, ZDOITHIZE->THIE
2 S HRREDRIBZEL SR FR LD, 20D
S, EME (Telicity, (Tenny (1994)) OBLEN D HFED D
LiILD. FERERT RCIE, MkiaaRT for 204 5 R
FH LTI L2,

(21) I break the box open (in/*for five minutes).

RH&L 72395 £ 912, break O & 5 Zefb RshialiL
%@% BN ED LD ITHIE I SN DINNTHON

R L Qe 207w, %éh(b\éﬁi% z
% % ﬁfZISE’J RIFIERTFTE L LTCOITAERTHAIC
ez, FREEWT D by 219 ?%fﬁ%ﬂﬂb‘fégﬁ
b 2RENRDD.

(22) 1break the box (by dropping it /by kicking it).
FELDOHFHEABIEZEL TND L, 1, 2 WENGEHBR
HiZ =422 55 why 2 W 238EERHE 2 T< 5.

(23) a. why does do (.) this? (MacWhinney, (1;05))
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b. why you doing work at home?  (Kuczaj, (2;07))
c¢. why 0did [*] you broked [: broke] [* m:+ed]

it? (Lara, (2;08))
d. why are you cuddling Dipsy?  (Thomas, (2;10))

7z & %1%, Lara & MacWhinney ¢ why Offi i3 (why
OEEHIEEYFEETEL, IR =AEI 0 5T 13, ko

LBV THS.

(24) Lara
a. 1k 0% (0/3011)
b. 2%  1.03% (298/28932)
c. 3 147% (226/15324)

(25) MacWhinney
a. 1k 020% (2/956)
b. 2% 1.39% (86/6144)
c. 3k 421% (430/10200)

T EBIIRANATAIET TR ENENDITZHO B
RATAITHE D RERIC BB Z R iR, FEF ORI
BIRAZ BT 2 L 01272 5. IO RC ITBT Dk
e & ik R O FSEEE OANEIT, RC 25C D%
HEBERRHEE LT, EARMICITAORFIREEZ R L T
WD ENBERDO—DOThHDHEEBEZLND.

RC DEFFTINL D, +E L ORFHTHBEIIAOND
D D3 (26) D X 9 7 Make i % # 3L (Make-Causative
Construction, LAk, MCC L7td) ThHo. fliis (2019)

T, #ESCUEROBLNICEED &, MKBILRIC
MCC # 55 & LT, RC 2SR SND 2 & 2R Lt

(26) Kuczaj

a. I'm gonna make you happy I hafta poop. (2;07)

b. that makes me happy when you make cream
(2;09)
ZZTHHTAREE, MCC ZHAk LTS8 make
ITRREFETHD L) 2L THD.LDCEILL D &,
Hh5 make 1%, “to produce something” ({i7)>% £ 2 H9")

LEFRIITE Y, BhF break & [RIERIZAMT A% A= A9
728D D BARI 2 TR FBAZ OV TG iﬂ:éﬂ@w
. ZORIE, MCCIZEWT, RINDHHERIC
T2 WA T 2% 6100%, FEREZEWT 5 by %fﬁb\é
WEDRHDL LN BIEND HILD.

(27) She made her floor clean by sweeping it.

LLEDZ L5, RC DEFHZHNT, ShITHIChRRE
BRI D & AERER ORI A " olE, MCC
PO S 72 RC OFMRHIEIREIC L D & VWA D,

cheese balls.

5. BhYIc

AFHILTIE, HRAESUIET D RC OESIZONT
FRCEFROBEWREEICE R LR BER AT CE T,
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IEHID RC OFEEHEITISNTIE, HRAEENEA & Ak SLshEa
Off B CAEN B S, TOERKE LT, RCO
BEIREEIORHE & MCC & ORABIRE > T D
ZEWRENT

HiEE

LOBEICHTZ Y, EIEEOAFICEER
HERZBGY, EREGHP L EFEI. AL ISPS
By 23K00583 DBk E =T T2 b DT

SCRR

[1] Fillmore, Charles J., Paul Kay, and Catherine O’Connor (1988)
“Regularity and Idiomaticity in Grammatical Constructions:
The Case of Let Alone”, Language 64, 501-538.

[2] Goldberg, A.E. (1995) Constructions: A Construction Grammar
Approach to Argument Structure, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

[3] Goldberg, A.E. and R. Jackendoff (2004) “The English
Resultative as a Family of Constructions”, Language 80, 532-
568.

[4] Goldberg, Adele E. (2006) Constructions at Work — The Nature
of Generalization in Language, Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

[5S] Honda Akiko. (2019) ITEZGAZAF O FESHESC & Make 1A%
D 512 D W T (On the Acquisition of Adjectival
Resultative Constructions and Make-Causative Constructions in
English)| A AGEHBIFRE 36 ISR

[6] Lakoff, George. (1987) Women, Fire, and Dangerous Things:
What Categories Reveal about the Mind, Chicago, University of
Chicago Press.

[7] Levin Beth and Rappaport Hovav Malka (2013). “Lexicalized
Meaning and Manner/Result Complementarity, in Studies in the
Composition and Decomposition of Event Predicates, Boban
Arsenijevié, Berit Gehrke and Marin Rafael (eds.), Dordrecht:
Springer, 49-70.

[8] MacWhinney, B. (2000) The CHILDES Project: Tools for
Analyzing Talk, 3rd ed. Vol.2, The Database, Mahwah, N.J.:
LEA.

[9] Rappaport Hovav, M., and Levin, B. (1998) “Building Verb
Meanings”, in The Projection of Arguments: Lexical and
Compositional Factors, Miriam Butt and Wilhelm Geuder (eds.),
Stanford: CSLI Publications, 97-134.

[10] Rappaport Hovav, M., and Levin, B. (2010) “Reflection on
Manner/Result Complementarity”, in Syntax, Lexical Semantics,
and Event Structure, Malka Rappaport Hovav, Edit Doron and
Ivy Sichel (eds.), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 21-38.

[11] Tenny, Carol. L. (1994) Aspectual Roles and the Syntax-
Semantics Interface, Dordrecht: Kluwer.

e
[1] LDCE = Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, third
edition. (2001)

— 411 —



